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and the first expedition landed in 1788. For more
than a century Europe had known that there were
vast lands awaiting her colonization in the south,
but this enterprise of 1788 was the first attempt of
any European nation to use the opportunity.
The Napoleonic Wars
Scarcely was British Australia begun when Great
Britain, with Europe, was plunged into a war that
lasted more than twenty years, the Revolutionary
and Napoleonic War. In that struggle all Europe's
colonies were involved, and British sea power had
many of them at its mercy. Great Britain, however,
had no desire for a general conquest of foreign
colonies. The most fruitful of those seized in the
war, such as Java and the French West Indies, were
given back at the peace. Others, mainly useful as
naval bases, such as Malta, Mauritius, Ceylon, and
Capetown, were retained; and for the last-men-
tioned the British paid the Dutch an indemnity.
Changing Economic Interests of Britain
As the eighteenth century gave place to the nine-
teenth the position of Great Britain was different
from that of any other nation. Hitherto she had
competed with the other sea powers in seeking for
supplies of lucrative products like tobacco and sugar,
and had made profit by selling them to countries
wiiich had no oceanic trade of their own. Now her
interests, and hers alone, were changing. She was
no longer concerned chiefly with buying and sell-
ing, but with making and selling; for she was the
first country to engage in large-scale industrialism.